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Meeting Minutes 
August 11, 2021 

9:00 AM-10:45 AM 
Health and Community Services 

Zoom Meeting 
 

 
Members Present:  Jeff Sorensen, Shannan Deater, Jennifer Strebs, Francis Bell, Michael Boersma, Jason Wiersma, Vern 
Johnson, Tracy Lynn, Julie Pioch, Claudette Reid, Kristi Lloyd 
 
Members Absent:  Louis Parker III, David Harn, Mike Leeuw, Elizabeth Rochow, Jeff Heppler 
 
Environmental Health:  Doug Potter, Lucus Pols, Jeff Reicherts, Aaron Hoogenboom, Alex Scholten, 
 
Also attending:  James Baker, Kim Kutzko, Jim Rutherford 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 

1.  Welcome - 
Introductions 

   

2.  Citizen 
Comments 

   

3.  Approval of 
Minutes 
 

Minutes were approved for April 14, 2021.   

4. Odor Task 
Force 
 
 
 

James Baker with the City of Kalamazoo provided an Odor 
Task Force Study update including Treatment Plant 
Improvements in Kalamazoo.  
 
In 2018 the City of Kalamazoo and Graphics Packaging 
formed an Odor Task Force. They planned odor 
improvements and currently there are four carbon 
scrubber units at the Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant. 
 
There are further improvements in process that have been 
approved in 2021. Odorous gas collection system in 
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interceptors and biofilter treatment system for gas 
remediation.  
 
There are sensors placed in six location around 
Kalamazoo to monitor odors. Residents can also submit 
issues and track complaints through a citizen portal.   
 
The City real time tracks all of the odors and wind speeds 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  

5. 2021 Vector 
Borne Disease 
Surveillance 
Program Report 

Alex Scholten, EH Technician reported on the Vector 
Disease Surveillance program. He provided a program 
update including the benefits of early detection of diseases 
caused by insects.  Funding is provided by MDHHS.  
 
One of the most common vector-borne diseases in 
Michigan is Lyme Disease. Lyme Disease is transmitted 
through the bite of an infected tick. The black legged tick 
or deer tick spreads Lyme Disease. Alex has been 
trapping ticks by conducting tick drags. He has done 5 tick 
drags total and collected 103 blacklegged ticks and 3 dog 
ticks.  
Zika Virus Update: Zika virus is spread mostly through the 
bite of an infected mosquito. It can be passed from a 
pregnant woman to her fetus, and it also can be sexually 
transmitted. Alex has been trapping mosquitos for 
identification purposes and testing. Traps are set up on 
Tuesdays and collected on Wednesdays weekly.  
 
Mosquitos can also transmit the disease Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis Virus. It can infect humans as well as a wide 
range of mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. 30% of 
people infected with EEEV die. People who recover from 
EEEV experience physical or mental conditions that may 
require long-term care. Only female mosquitos are tested 
that are unfed. The County is currently providing Outreach 
to the Parks, The Nature Center, Media, and Community 
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Events. 

 
6. Backhoe Cut 
Policy Change 
Information  

 
Vern Johnson-At the next meeting, October 13, 2021, he 
will be requesting a policy change for new septic 
installations. Historically the hand auger has been used by 
staff to check soil for new septic systems. Vern will be 
proposing the policy to require a back hoe cut be done for 
new construction installations, to allow staff to analyze the 
soil more effectively.  

  

7. COVID-19 
Update 

Kim Kutzo, HCS Epidemiologist gave an update on 
COVID-19. To date there have been about 24,000 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in Kalamazoo County and 406 
deaths. Cases are starting to increase at the end of July. 
Cases now are in all age groups, but the majority are in 
ages under 65. 
In Kalamazoo County to date there have been 268,913 
COVID vaccines administered.  

  

8. KL Landfill GRZ 
Expansion Update 

Vern stated this will be covered at the next meeting due to 
time constraints.  

  

5.  Member 
Comments 
 
 
 

Tracy Lynn-Wanted to thank Jennifer Kosak for her tour of 
HHW and all of her hard work there. 
 
Claudette Reid-At the previous night’s council meeting 
there was a presentation from the Kalamazoo 
Preservation District identifying Portage as their partner of 
the year. She wanted to acknowledge the parks and public 
works and all the work they have been doing related to 
conservation.  
 
Jeff Sorensen-Wanted to thank the City of Kalamazoo and 
their crews for hooking up the new water mains in Cooper 
Township. They are in their 3rd year now and they have 
98% of the water main in the ground. There are 400 plus 
customers on the water main hooked up. Some have been 
able to retain their well as irrigation wells. He thanked 
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Lucus Pols and Jeff Reicherts for all of their hard work. 
They have a small amount, less than a half mile to go, but 
it is in a high water table in a PFAS area. It will probably 
not be done on the contractor deadline of August 31, 
2021. Just wanted to let everyone know that something 
good has come out of something bad.  
 
Shannan Deater-Appreciates all the work from Vern and 
Jeff’s group.  
 
Kristi Lloyd-Wanted to acknowledge Alex Scholten for all 
of his bravery for working with mosquitos.  
 
Vern stated the next meeting is October 13, 2021.  
 

 


